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Thanks to all those of you who replied. Ae for the rest of you...
All right, i1t wasn't going to prove anything, but it might have-

been interesting...

In the next issue, the follow=up questionnaire:=
10 indefensible SF authors, and 10 indefensible SF books
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the SLENTAGSASEIN

LENTIL SOUP a report

After much soul-searching, I have declded to publish the
truth abont a little-known period of East/West conflict in
Scotland, The detalls have been obtailned from the FORTH
archives,

In 1970, the Edinburgh sf group produced its firsmt prof-
sssional publicatlon, which subsequently received attention
from places as far apart ae Little France and Cralgmillar,
1t seems that this document had extremely jealous eyes cast
on it from a bunch of barely sentient “fans® on the other
slde of our expansive country, They were more than & little
put out that the FORTH publicatlon had totally eclipssd thelr
own, 41t must now be admitted, rather puny 1little effort,
They decided to make a number of forays to Edinburgh ln an
atteapt to subjugate what they now saw as their upstart nelgh-
bours, They also, 1t appears, =sent a number of polson pen .
letters ( typically uneigned )} , wrapped in old chip papers,
Aa if thls wasn't bad enough, the rivalry between the two
sides ultinmately degenerated intoc total warfare, by the sole
action of one of the Glasgow mob, Apparently, an argument
broke out after thip individual suggested to a FORTH editor
that 211 hias fanczine was good for was collecting autographs,
As you will all reallsse, all hell broke loose, with the
pub being completely ruined,

An extraordinary general meeting of a group known as the
FORTH Protectlon Unit was held the following day, It was
declded to adopt what they saw as the only course open to
them — the FINAL SOLUTION! 8o, one by one, they removed
the offending morons from clrculation and placed them in a
hastily constructed Yd¥X¥y¥ holding area untll they could
truly be dealt with,

While in custody, accidents did happen and in one
amueing incident, =a parrot sustained fatal injurles from
& bogus nurse, who was also an ex-farmer,

Distreseingly, none of the idiots survived — one, by
the name of Bandy Crown had to be put out of his mlsery, as
he persistently crept up behind colleagues makling stabbing
motions,

It was at this polnt that X came across the ugly part of
the story, which confirmed something I had always suspected,
as I tsll below, .
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Unbeknown to the glorious FORTH men, a secret branch of
the imbeciles from Glasgow had survived, dedicated to the
total re-creation of thelr former masters, They mwould
attenpt to reconstruct them from the occult records of Shug.
They succeeded,

A race of androlids was palnstakingly glued together and
can now be recognised by the give-away, crude and racist
inslgnia , emblaconed on thelr sloping foreheads,....
*CROUTON".

The old Bdinburgh documentatlon also’'reveals that these
erude automotons can be totally disabled by brandishing a
copy of any Edinburgh FORTH-zine 1n thelr faces, or by
saying Blob Shaw to theam, I can confirm that both of the
above work, as I have successfully used each on a nuaber of
occaslons -( especlally the latter ) and have been rewarded
with the slght of them crawling into the songbook from whence

they came,

‘Whilast in the course of researching the above article,
several susplclous thinge liappened to me. Flrstly,
thers:was a strange resurgence of the poison pen letters
referred to above ( one of them bore a curlous reference to
& "Room 76" — what does it mean?). Secondly, several of
the current FORTH members received velled death-threags

strangely engraved on a carrot]
Neadlass to say, this only resolved
my efforts to expose the evll thing
thing that lurks in Glaasgow,
I leave you 16 declde whe,,,ARGH!?

FLEASE _NOTE
The present FOHTH group
wish 1t to be known that
the above is sat down as
e matter of record only
and in order to protect
the interests of all
fane, everywhersa,
Workable suggestions
as to how what
remalne of FORTE can
dlspose of the awful
menace descrlbed
above should be
forwarded top=-

FOTFOF
care of ‘the
editorilal

address,

JIM DARROCH
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Is There Life After Tomorrow Lunchiime? Dept.

The alternative Protect

. 7
and survive”

by
Chris Anderson

BACKGROUND

Despite all our efforts, nuclear war issatill a distinct
poasaibility. Almost our first action as a government was to
negotiate with the Soviet Union to cool dawn the East-West con-
frontation. We withdrew our army from the Rhine in exchange for
an equal Soviet withdrawal from East Germany. We expelled the
American forces from our soil in exchange for Soviet withdrawal
from Poland. Qur nuclear atrike force was organised into an
International Police Force and offered to the UN, though they
have ao lar refused to amccept it,

Meanwhile, NATC has increased its spending to replace the
vaouunm left by our forces, mlthough they have left the Rhine area
alone, in accordance with our withdrawal treaty. This treaaty
could draw us into a nuclear holocaust as it aspecifies that we
will assist the Soviet Union if attacked by NATQ and vice versa
(the Govt. rejects the idea of neutrality in war, believing that
& united attack on aggression is the best deterrent). Though our
contribution in elther case will be reatricted to the use of our
four Poseldon submarines, we would almost certainly become a
nuclear target.l

Main targets would be the chief industrial centres and the
submarine base at the Holy Loch. Huelear warheads will either
explode on the ground or in the air. In the former case, thers
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will be extenalve fallout which will apread over moat of the country
with the expreass purpose of making Britain uninhabitable and uaeleas.
Ar explosions will devastate vast ereas but not cause much
fallout, this beiﬁé done to sabotage our war effort but
leave the country open to invasion. In either case, the
doath’toll will be an immadiate 20 million with an add=
1tiond1 10 .million over the next decade dying of rad-
iation polsoning.

In light of this, various steps to partially
alleviate this catastrophe have been organised. It
should be stressed that at first (end possibly forever)
these measures will only help a small percentage of

the survivors, but {t's the best we can do.

CIVILIAN EQUIPEMENT

Already stockplled by the NHS are enough
Doomwatches for every man, woman and child in the
country. Doomwatches are similar to ordinary
watches in that they have wrist-bands and a eircular
ecase., The band is coloured white. The darker blue
it gets, the more radiation is in your area. Light
blue means you are in danger and should remove
3ourself from the 1ocality as soon As possible.

Dark blus meanse you are infected and can expect
nothing except & very painful death. In this case,
tap the centre plece and it will spring open to
reveal & red capsule. This is B fast-acting pasinless
poison. Before taking it, place yourself in a con-
spicuous place — by a roadside, for instance - 8o
that whatever oxganised forces there may be around
oan dispose of you bafore you become a health hazard
on top of all the other health hazardes around. When
hostilities start, Doomwatches will be distributed
free of charge from all chemists, and efforts will
be made to issue them to the house-bound by the social
servicea.
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CIVIL SHELTERS

Any ettempt to rebuild soclety will come from the shelters
eatablished by the Civil Defence Corps. The CIC was formed at
about the same time as the UK-USSR pact as a part-time volunteer
force to establish and maintain shelters and give general survival
training. The position of these shelters are kept secret to prev-
ent them from becoming targets and CIC personnel are transported
to them in vehiocles with blacked-out windows. CDC personnel spend
one week in every elx monthe in shelters and whichever shift ifs in
their shelter at the time of the strike will be in charge of their
area afterwards. CDC personnel will not normally come out of their
shelter until two weeks have passed, by which time the radiation
level will have asettled down from lethal to quietly intolerable.
Their duties will be to:

- gstablish lines of communication with other shelters

- assess damage and the possibility (if Any) of recovery

- dispose of corpses and issue Doomwatches to the

badly=injured

= glve basic firat-aid to minor &nsualtiea

- attempt to find foodstuffe and shelter for as many

survivors as poasible.

The shelters have enough food for five years and will not
normally issue food to non-CDC peraonnel. After the atrike they will
put up aignposts revealing the shelter's loecation and survivors
would be well-advised to make their way to the nearest shelter where
an attempt at a refugee camp will be made. CDC men will be armed
and are trained to use weapons if they are obatruected, or to prevent
looting. This may seem savage, but post-holocaust Dritain will be a
savage place for many years.

Note:- any attempt to build your own shelter is futile.
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EVACUATION

If hostilities break out, experts believe that a conventlonal
war will last roughly three weeks, that being the time 1% will take
two technologically-advanced, well-trained forces to hammer each

_othﬁr into the ground. The losing aide will either surrender terr-
itory - ie Europe - in exchange for a ceasefire, or will use nuclear
weapons. In elther case, it is pointless to attempt to maintain
industrial output, so A week after hostilities break out - after the
Doomwatches have been distributed - some attempt to evacuate the
{ndustrial centres will be made, Buses, traina, 'planes and ships
will be equipped with encugh warm clothing and tents to clothe and
shelter the number of passengers each vehicle can cope with. Citizens
should take as much food as they can earry to their nearest bus
stafﬁon, airport, railway station or seaport. Do not brln; your car

" or attempt to leave in it. This will only

lead to congestion on the roads and hinder

the evacuation. Armed police will be on
hand to ensure orderly evacuation, and
tranaport crewe will also be armed.
Make your way to the neareat militia
poat, bringing your immediate family.
The destination of buses and traina
4 are various villesgea and towns
ik which have no industrial capmoity -
A like Corby - and should not be
targets., 'Flanea and ships
have carte blanche as to
thelr ultimate deatinations,
posaibly nations un-the
same aide as us. Our allies
will almost certainly
have troubles of their
own, 80 what their rec-
eption will be ia any-
one's guess, but their
chances are no less
dodgy than those of the
people left behind.
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ARMS DUMFS

Incredible &s it may seem, a nuclear sirike may be followed
by some kind of invasion, particularly if alr-exploded nukes or
neutron bombs are uaed. This invasion would be an excellent chance
for citizens, who will slmost certainly have seen their loved
ones killed and mey be facing imminent death themselves, to take
some kiﬁﬂ of revenge, although the general chaca reigning st the
time will make armed resistence pointless for any other reason.
Arma dumps are pin-pointed on 0S maps and the normal guards will
be withdrawn in the last stages of evacuation. Guna and ammunition
will then be freely available to whoever makes it to these dumps.
Theae weapona, mostly shotgune and hunting rifles, will also be
useful for potting whatever wildlife fe left (caution: animels may
be radioactive. Check your Doomwatch to see how radioactive your
meal has made you). There will also be pamphlets on how to wage
guerilla warfare, It has not eascaped the Government's group mind
that these weapons will be used on CDC forces, and, aside from
pointing out that the Coxps will be equipped with armoured cars
and army rifles which are infinitely superidor to ordinary guns all
wa can do is hope that you use your
good sense, despite the obvious
signs =1l around you that the rest
of the world has loat what little
sanse it ever had.

PEACE.

=000=

(With a brother like
this, 18 it Bu;prieing
that Elmer has
declded to retire...

a long, long way away?)




PILEFON PHILCON 80
REPORT oy

RICHARD SMITH¢..e)

Well, Philcon has come and gone, and I must fulfil my duty to
British fandom by giving you all the insight that only a "Fillie In
Exile" can give. It gave me an excellent chance to compare British
and American fandom, as well as noting the differences in the Cons
themselves. Structurally and physically it was similar to any
British Con; film programme, panels, bookroom (mltalgharn in the bowels
of the Earth - picked up & coupls of bargains there). There were
however two major differences; one for the good, the other such an
unspeakable horror that it would turn the stomach of any hardened
British fan - particularly Jim Darroch.

First the good - & truly marvellous artroom. Think back to last
year's Bastercon (what you can remember, that is) and that tiny art-
room; now think of one at least fifteen times that size, possibly
blgger. With & multitude of amateur artwork, As wall as extensive
professionaljincluding many Kelly Freas originals {ha was the artist
Guest of Honour); my favourites however were by Rowena Morrill. As
usual mach of the amateur stuff was to do with dragons, and Christ,
am I fed up with fucking dragons - no, I don't mean... never mind.
Now for the bad point (are you sitting comfortably, Jim?) - NO BARI
Yes, no Con bar, no pints of heevy even if you could get heawy, or
pints for that matter. They did have a "sort of" Con bar ro': about
two to three hours on Saturdasy night; and they ren out of beer (in
bottlem of course) after twenty minutes, and never got eny more.
Still, who wants to pay TOp for m half pint of American piss water?
My first ever TT Con; still, there waa plenty of a certain strange
substance going around.

The highlight of the Con was, a8 ysual, the film programme,
which, although it was badly hit by filma failing to turn up at the

. . last moment, gave me some of my best moments of the Con. The major

“film was "Time After Time", which wae excellent; moc was the Ellison
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story "The Man With The Glass Hand" from "The Quter Limits", and the
first episode of the original Flash Gordon (hard lines Dino - don'%
bother next time). There wers many "strange" shorts that were obviously
appreciated by the more enlightened members of the audience.

Connected with the film programme were & couple of slide showa
for two forthecoming films, given by Craig Miller, ex-publicity man
for Gecrge Lucas {you know - the man who ripped-off "Hardware Wars").
The films were "Man Of Steel, Woman of Kleenex", better known as
"Superman II2", in which Superman (who has super everything = and I
mean everythingll) and Lois Laine definitely do not do 1t. Tha other
was "Altered States” (which by mow you will all have heard about -
it got mora reviews over hers in Reagan country), which promises to
go beyond mere spacial aeffects,actually give us a story and svemn
acting = well done, Ken. Both should be opening in Britain around
Easter. More news about films; "Dune™ and "Strangar In A Strange Land"
have been shelved indefinitely. "I, Robot"™ ia going through extensive
difficulties and it does not look asm if 1t will ever go inte produc-
tionj nor "Pigs In Space”. But for all you Sci-Fi freaks out thers,
"Hevenge of the Jedi" ie going intoc production scon.

The panela were the usual, some interesting, some not. The
talks and apeeches wers alsc mixed; Shacklsy's was a respeat of his
Skycon Gueat of Honour speech from 1978; Freas' was excellent,
being & humorous look at some of his works. The man has an engeging
personality and deserves his immense popularity. Bova's short
Guest of Honour speech was to me infuriating in many ways. His plea
to fans to demand increases in spending in space would have been,
if limited te the abows, fair enough. But his theory (thesis?) that
American exploitation of resources in space was the only way that
the world as a whole and the poor in particular would become better
off is completely ludicrous. It is merely a further example of the
beliaf in this land that every problem has an American snawer.
Similarly his support for military development in Space 18 a fright-
ening example of the Amerlican paranoid style in international
politics. After listening to him, I felt both annoyed and angry;
his self-righteous tone made me suspicilous of his motives = could
1t have been an attempt to sell his second rate fiction (Colony?),

or just another plug for Omni? Cynical, perhaps, but this country
does that to you.
























